
ROCHDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL

COMMUNITIES, REGENERATION AND ENVIRONMENT OVERVIEW AND 
SCRUTINY COMMITTEE CHAIR’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL

COUNCIL - WEDNESDAY, 18th July 2018

Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Communities. Regeneration and 
Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

The Committee has met once thus far in the 2018/19 Municipal Year. The Energy 
Study Group continues to progress and I will update Council on this also.

I would like first to pay tribute to my predecessor, Councillor Neil Butterworth, who 
was Chair of this Committee for the past three years. Councillor Butterworth worked 
hard to get more accessible and easier to read reports before the Committee and 
he was a pioneer for paperless meetings and I am sure he will be pleased to note 
the Council’s corporate intention to conduct paperless meetings during 2018/19. In 
addition Councillor Butterworth has been working hard, with colleagues across 
Greater Manchester to create an energy company that will ultimately be able to 
offer a cheaper source of gas and electric to our residents. I am keen to continue 
his work in this regard.      

28th June 2018

We received a report from the Council’s Strategic Housing Service that provided 
details of the local Welfare Provision at the end of 2017/18. The report outlined the 
previous 12 months provision of the Discretionary Crisis Fund; detailing applicants 
to the scheme, the reasons why and what awards were made. The report also 
detailed the successes of the community based projects funded by the Local 
Welfare Provision budget. Access to the Rochdale and Heywood Food Banks was 
also included in the report.

The Discretionary Crisis Fund provides ‘white goods’ and basic furniture in support 
of those setting up home when resettling from temporary accommodation; for 
example when fleeing domestic abuse or leaving temporary homelessness 
accommodation. The Fund also provides a mechanism to make small crisis awards 
for those who find themselves in financial difficulty; for example, to provide 
emergency household fuel, or for an emergency clothes allowance. The 
Discretionary Crisis Fund received 1,351 applications throughout 2017/18; 57% of 
these were made via the telephone, with the remainder being submitted online. 
66% of applications were successful and 30% were refused. 86 of the applications 
were withdrawn or cancelled by applicants, or were pending a decision at the time 
of this report. 

Directorate Plan Updates – Neighbourhoods and Economy Directorates (including 
RDA)
The Committee scrutinised reports of the Directors of Economy which advised of 
the progress at the end of Quarter 4 (1st January 2018 – 31st March 2018) towards 
the achievement of the targets contained in the Economy Directorate Plan 2017/18, 
including Rochdale Development Agency.



Directorate Plan Update – Neighbourhoods Directorate
The Committee scrutinised a report of the Director of Economy which advised of 
the progress at the end of Quarter 4 (1st January 2018 – 31st March 2018) towards 
the achievement of the targets contained in the Neighbourhoods Directorate Plan 
2017/18.

Work Programme
The Committee considered the first draft of its Work Programme for 2018/19. 
Members were advised that amendments to the Work Programme would be made 
on an ongoing basis throughout the year to reflect current and forthcoming 
challenges to be faced by the Authority in general and this Committee in particular. 
The Committee was also advised that there was a responsibility to report the Work 
Programme to the Council for information purposes.

The Committee were advised that some issues could be scrutinised in conjunction 
with one or both of the other two Overview and Scrutiny Committees; in this regard 
The Committee considered its Work Programme for the ensuing Municipal Year.  In 
considering topics for study groups to be undertaken in 2018/19, we were informed 
of the Corporate Overview and Scrutiny’s wish to work with us to undertake a study 
into the Highways and Footpaths Improvement Programme that had recently been 
approved by the Cabinet, including scrutiny of the performance of the contractor, 
which undertook the majority of highways related works in the Borough, Balfour 
Beattie Limited.

 

Councillor Daniel Meredith – Chair - Communities, Regeneration and 
Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Communities, 
Regeneration and Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee.


